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October 13, 2020 
 
Julie McKenna 
1410 Grant Street, C-307 
Denver, CO 80203 

 
Re:   Status of Nestle Conservation Easement Donation 
 
Dear Ms. McKenna,  
 
Thank you for reaching out to me regarding the status of Nestle Waters North America’s proposed 
conservation easement donation on its property near Ruby Mountain in Chaffee County.   
 
As you know, Nestle reached out to Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) and the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) in the spring of 2019 to initiate a conversation about donating a perpetual 
conservation easement on property surrounding its facility in Chaffee County.  The 126-acre proposed 
conservation easement contains important bighorn sheep habitat, and is adjacent to the Ruby Mountain 
State Wildlife Area fishing easement and CPW’s developed Ruby Mountain Recreational Site.  This 
general area is also a main access point to the newly created Browns Canyon National Monument.  
Along with the conservation easement, Nestle also proposed to fund a watchable wildlife viewing deck 
and associated parking lot and signage in the area. 
 
CPW and DNR staff visited the site during the summer of 2019, and after receiving additional details 
about the proposed conservation easement donation from Nestle, CPW’s Leadership Team authorized 
the CPW’s Real Estate Section to begin working on due diligence for the project on July 7, 2020.  The 
Real Estate Section is now working on a phase I environmental site assessment and a baseline inventory 
of the property condition / present conditions report.  The Real Estate Section is also partnering with 
CPW field staff to discuss the possibility for public access on some parts of the property.  Following due 
diligence, which is expected to be completed later this year, the Real Estate Section is required to 
submit the proposed conservation easement donation to CPW’s Leadership Team and then the Parks 
and Wildlife Commission for approval.  Following approval by the Parks and Wildlife Commission, CPW 
must submit land transactions of this type to the Capital Development Committee of the Colorado 
General Assembly for their recommendations related to the project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Doug Vilsack 
Assistant Director for Parks, Wildlife and Lands 
Department of Natural Resources 

Executive Director’s Office 
1313 Sherman Street, Room 718 
Denver, CO 80203 
 


